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LEADERSHIP AND OWNERSHIP
By Pastor Eiji Osato,
Associate Pastor, Nichigo

I was given a three-month sabbatical study from June to August of this
year and went back to Japan to visit churches where they have over
200 members.

I visited 15 different churches and interviewed over 20 pastors and core
members. I asked several questions and one of them was, “What is the
most important thing to make your church keep growing?”

Rev. Mamoru Kuniyoshi [pictured with
his wife, Pastor Eiji & Emi Osato], who
has been serving at Naha Baptist
Church in Okinawa for over 50 years,
answered by saying, “The key words
for church growth is Leadership and
Ownership.”

When Rev. Kuniyoshi came to Naha
Baptist Church as an associate pastor,
this church had only 80 members.
After a couple of years doing ministry,

he became a senior pastor. After over 50 years, Naha Baptist Church
has over 500 members. Rev. Kuniyoshi believes a senior pastor — as a
leader of the church — needs to receive a vision from God and take
leadership to make his congregation have the same ownership of this
vision. Without leadership of a senior pastor, the church cannot grow.
Also, without ownership of each member, even though the senior pastor
has a vision, the church will still not grow.

His answer reminded me of how I came to GVBC and became pastor of
the Nichigo ministry here. When I first came to GVBC for my interview, I
was very nervous. I was not sure I should leave Thailand and come to
start a new life here. But, when Pastor Steve Langley shared his vision
with me, I got excited and decided to come and join GVBC. Pastor
Steve said, many Christians in the U.S. have the same idea of overseas
mission work. That it should be done by missionaries supported by
churches here. But, there are so many Japanese students and
business people here in Gardena and Torrance area. And, most of
them will go back to Japan in the near future.

So, this is the mission field and if we can help people to come to Christ
during the time when the missionaries are there, they can empower
churches in Japan when they go back. Pastor Steve wanted me to
come and join GVBC to start a Japanese student outreach ministry to
bring new people into the Nichigo and train them to live according to
God’s plan.

It has been my privilege and joy to do this Japanese ministry here at
GVBC under Pastor Steve’s leadership. Because five years ago Pastor
Steve and the Nichigo members shared the same vision, GVBC invited
me to come from Thailand on a short-term mission trip. And, we have
many more people every Sunday in the Nichigo service today. Pastor
Steve is retiring at the end of January 2017, but I believe God will send
GVBC another wonderful senior pastor with vision of leadership and
ownership.
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SEPTEMBER BOARD REPORT
BY HERMANN SCHURR, CHURCH CLERK

Your Board of Deacons met for its monthly meeting on September 6. At this meeting, the minutes from
the August 2 board meeting were reviewed and approved. The July financial statement was also
reviewed and approved and giving for the month of August, including giving for the Nehemiah Project,
was reviewed.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS

Membership applications had been received from five individuals. The board reviewed these applications and approved
GVBC membership for Dennis Aoki, Amini Aubrey, Christopher Michael Hill, Joshua Matsuda and Jason Shiozaki. The
board also approved to remove Charlotte Gibo from the membership roll as our beloved member Charlotte had gone to
be with the Lord on August 8, 2016.

YOUTH SCHLARSHIP FUND

The creation of a new Youth Scholarship Fund was approved. There is already a Youth Camp Scholarship Fund, but this
new fund (not tied to camps) would allow financial assistance to be offered, as needed, for wider-ranging youth activities.

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS

The board had a discussion on the disposition of historical documents which are in the possession of GVBC. Options will
be explored with respect to organizations which can provide long-term safekeeping of these documents while allowing
appropriate access to those who have an interest in these documents.

NEXT BOARD MEETING

Finally, the board received an update on the progress of the Pastoral Search Committee.

The October Board Meeting will be held on September 29 (instead of October 4) to allow board discussion of the
proposed 2017 General Fund Budget prior to Pastor Steve’s being on sabbatical during the month of October.

Your board thanks each of you for your continued prayers and support!

$90,000
$100,000
$110,000
$120,000
$130,000
$140,000
$150,000

General Fund - July

Income
received
Expenses

$750,000
$770,000
$790,000
$810,000
$830,000
$850,000
$870,000
$890,000

General Fund - Jan-July

Adopted
budget
Income
received
Expenses

$500,000
$550,000
$600,000
$650,000
$700,000
$750,000
$800,000
$850,000

Nehemiah 5 - cumulative
  thru July 2016

Straightline
Goal
Received

Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO

Susie Shelley Frank, Jr
Nehemiah building fund

Monetary donations given in honor or memory
of loved ones support College Scholarship
Fund, unless specified.
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AMINI AUBREY
Good Morning everyone. My name is Amini Aubrey. I choose to be baptized at this time because I
finally realized my relationship with God is very vital. When you have a relationship with him, I feel you
are better equipped to handle difficult situations in life. I grew up in the Catholic faith and went to
church, but I did not understand the true meaning of what it meant to have a relationship with Christ. I
really didn’t start reading the Bible until I got married in 1995.

My aunt, Louise Lindo, invited my family and I to attend GVBC. I started to attend a women’s
community group on Friday nights led by Violet Dresser and Diane Ujiiye. I learned more about the
Bible and met sisters in Christ who prayed for me and my family and walked alongside me. Since then,
I have established a relationship with Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior. I believe Jesus is
the Son of God who died on the cross for my sins and for me to experience eternal life with Him.

I talk to and pray to God more and give Him all praise. I have started to serve the Lord by volunteering.
I have stopped listening to George Michael and instead listened to Christian singers like Chris Tomlin,
John Waller, and Hillsong as a form of worshipping God. My relationship is much better with my
husband because we’ve learned to put our marriage first instead of our children.

I am learning to have faith and trust God more in the midst of difficult situations in life. I pray to Him on
personal matters that deeply bother me. Also, Jesus is teaching me to be still and wait on Him for His
answer on a wearisome situation and not to be anxious. In addition, God has been revealing to me that
I need to trust His will for my life. As a result, my faith has grown a great deal. I’ve learned to become a
wife who has reverence for my husband and walk alongside him in his relationship with Christ.

My favorite Bible verse is Isaiah 40:29: “He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the
weak.”

I always ask God for strength every day so I can do the things that need to be done, especially when
I’m physically and mentally tired and spiritually empty. God is my strength, my refuge, Lord and Savior!

BAPTISM TESTIMONIES
FROM SUNDAY AUGUST 28
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations. — Matthew 28:19

DENNIS AOKI
Good morning. My name is Dennis Aoki. I’m 73 years old and this is my story.

I grew up in a non-Christian family in a small town. So, after graduating from high school, I enlisted in
the military. During that time in the military, I had little knowledge about religion and no relationship with
God. Going forward 17 years, I was invited to church. I attended church for a month then I got so
preoccupied with my hobbies and friends, I stopped going. Then, 11 years ago I went to the doctor for a
rash. The doctor found a tumor and it turned out to be cancerous. Before my surgery, my friends
prayed for me. After the surgery, the doctor called me and gave me the good news. The cancer was
only contained in the tumor. I’m cancer free!  The Lord answered our prayers. He always keeps His
promise.

Four years ago, Wayne Oshiro invited me to go back to church which I gladly accepted. Eight months
ago I had a medical emergency where I passed out at home. Thank God my granddaughter was at
home and called 911. At the hospital I passed out two more times. The doctor told me I needed surgery
or the next time I passed out I might not survive the trauma. Before the surgery, a priest prayed for me.
The surgery was a success. God answered our prayers and kept His promise. This is when I
discovered my journey toward a personal relationship with God and on May 2016 at Yellow Basket fast
food restaurant, Wayne Oshiro — my fellow Christian brother — asked me, “Are you ready to accept
Christ fully as your Lord and Savior and to spread your arms in complete surrender to Jesus?”

I, of course, said yes. We prayed to receive Jesus Christ into my life. I also gained a certainty I would
spend eternity in heaven. I am thankful I can personally know the One who is fully trustworthy because
of what the Lord Jesus Christ has done. I am compelled to seek Him and receive His grace and mercy
and to know Him personally through His word.

My life verse is 1 Thessalonians 5:6: “So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be
awake and sober.”

Thank you!
Continued on page 4
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BAPTISM TESTIMONIES CONTINUED

JASON SHIOZAKI
Hello, my name is Jason Shiozaki. I have attended GVBC
my entire life. I became a Christian when I was nine after
talking with my parents about what Jesus did on the cross
for me. I have grown in my faith more and more because
of Sunday school, KidZone, Greenhouse [middle school
ministry], and now 180 [high school ministry]. I want to
thank all of my Sunday school teachers throughout the
years for helping me grow in my faith. The Friday Night
Youth Groups have been a wonderful place where I have
made great friendships and have learned so much about
Jesus and Christianity. I owe a huge debt of gratitude to
Daniel Matsuda, Layne Wakuta and the other youth
leaders who have spent so much time teaching,
supporting and praying for me throughout the years.

I have always loved GVBC. Every weekend I’m always
excited about going to the 180 High School Group,
Sunday school, and worship service because I am able to
learn more about God and Jesus and having fellowship
with my friends. My friends at GVBC have helped me grow
closer to God. Without them, my faith wouldn’t be what it is
today.

A year ago, the summer camp theme was “Share” which
was one of the best summer camps I’ve ever been to.
Everything about that camp was incredible because
sharing the Gospel was one of the spiritual gifts I needed
to improve on. I struggled with sharing the Gospel with my
non-Christian friends. The reason was because I didn’t
want people to think differently of me if I shared the
Gospel. At one point I gained enough courage to share
with one of my non-Christian friends, but I don’t know if his
faith has changed. Recently, I went to our summer camp

and the theme was “Empowered by the
Spirit.” What I learned was, if I am
empowered by the Spirit, I can be braver to
spread the Gospel to my non-Christian
friends.

This past summer my faith got off to a really
good start by going on the Long Beach
Mission trip. That week really changed my
perspective on the world today. I learned
how hard life can be for other people. It made me
appreciate all that the Lord has provided for me. I also
made many new friendships during the week which was a
blessing.

A few months ago my parents talked to me about baptism
and they asked me one key question: If your faith is
strong, what’s really stopping you from being baptized?
Why wouldn’t you want to be baptized? Those questions
really encouraged me to get baptized.

For my Bible verse, I chose Romans 8:38-39: “For I am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

I chose Romans 8:38-39 because I learned, when you hit
roadblocks and darkness, God is always with you to guide
you through dark times. Even when dark times happen,
life doesn’t end there because there is always hope and
God provides that hope for us in the dark times. So, I want
to thank my parents, my friends, and those who helped
me grow to this day. Thank you.

JOSHUA MATSUDA
My name is Joshua Matsuda. I am 16 years old and I am a believer in our Lord Jesus Christ. I have been
attending GVBC for my entire life, starting out in the Early Childhood Ministry then moving on to the
Elementary and Youth Ministries. While in the Early Childhood and Elementary Ministries, I gained much
knowledge on Biblical stories and facts about God, but I didn’t yet grasp the true meaning of having a
relationship with Christ.

I was in the process of gaining knowledge when I decided to accept Jesus into my heart for the first time
at age 5 in 2005. My family had just been to our church’s Harvest Festival the night before where I had
seen the Pumpkin Story which used parts of the pumpkin to teach about sharing the Gospel, our sinful
nature, and how Christ came to die for our sins. As a five-year-old, I had many questions the next day
about the story, which my parents explained to me. This conversation led me to wanting to accept Jesus
Christ as my Lord and Savior which my parents talked to me about then prayed with me as I asked God
to come into my heart.

From then on, my faith has been a journey with my parents having quiet times with me and later teaching
me how to study the Bible. However, I didn’t start to view my relationship with God very personally until I
entered the seventh or eighth grade when I would attend youth camps and Sunday and Friday night
youth meetings all with the purpose of growing closer to God and strengthening our relationship.

This continues to today in high school where I seek to bring God’s light to my campus by following His
commands.

A verse I would like to share with you today is Joshua 1:9: “Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever
you go.”

This verse has been important to me throughout my walk with Jesus as it gives me assurance that God
will be there to guide me through any difficult situation or suffering I go through in life.
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
Gary Uchino and family in the passing of his beloved mother, Michi. The funeral service was
held at Green Hills Cemetery.

To Jan Higa and family in the passing of her beloved brother, James “Soapy” Miyashima who
passed away on Friday, July 8 in Sacramento. Jan wrote, “A Celebration of Life was held on
Saturday, July 16. He was survived by his wife, Amy, his children, Elaine (Gordy), Lynn Chin
(Dak) and his son, Grant, and many grandchildren as well as my sister, Lil Kunizawa and
myself.

To Jamie and her brother Robby Morisaki, and family in the sudden passing of their beloved
father, Takashi. The funeral service was private.

The Missions Committee recently interviewed GVBC member James Choung, and endorsed
him as one of our missionaries. I asked James to share with us his biography so that we would
know him a little better. So here it is:

James Choung has been in campus ministry for over 21 years, empowering rising generations
of Kingdom world-changers. He currently serves as InterVarsity’s National Director of
Evangelism, and is ordained with the Association of Vineyard Churches. He has written True
Story: A Christianity Worth Believing in and its follow-up, Real Life: A Christianity Worth Living
Out. He has taught at Bethel Seminary San Diego on culture, leadership development and
evangelism. He speaks frequently at campuses, churches and conferences, and his work has
been featured in many publications including Christianity Today, Leadership Journal and
Outreach Magazine.

James has also sat in too many classes, writing his D. Min. dissertation on postmodern
leadership development at Fuller Theological Seminary, receiving his M. Div. from Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary, and studying management science and marketing at MIT. He
has previously served on the pastoral staff of a Boston-area urban church plant, of a
megachurch in Seoul, and of a house church in Los Angeles. He has also led worship at
national conferences, and has been on boards for higher education and an overseas business
startup.

For fun, he likes to travel with his wife (Jinhee), tease his two sons (Isaiah & Nathan), spoil his
daughter (Jamie), bask in Los Angeles’ endless summer, and swing a racket in hopes of
playing something like tennis. He tweets at @jameschoung, and blogs irregularly at
www.jameschoung.net.

James’ ministry is supported through InterVarsity. You can make contributions to him at https://
donate.intervarsity.org/donate#841

OUR MISSION FIELD

INTRODUCING JAMES CHOUNG
BY PASTOR STEVE LANGLEY



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR
MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING
MAHALO Sundays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 201 (upstairs in
the Nichigo homeroom). Mahalo is a Christ-centered healing
ministry for anyone and/or their loved ones who are
challenged by habits, hurts, idols, attachments, or addictions.
For more information contact Pastoral Intern Diane Ujiiye at
the church office or email Diane at: mahalo@gvbc.net.

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a prayer
time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing missions work.
Please join us for prayer; open to all. Information on our
missionaries and mission projects will be provided. For
questions please contact Linda Hayashi through the church
office.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday nights until Tuesday, October 11, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.,
room 250. Led by Chaplain Brian Lo, co-leader Debra Mason.
For more information, contact brianhlo@gmail.com. To sign
up, fill out the flyer on the Narthex counter or call the office.

MOMMY MEET UP
Meets in the morning 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. at GVBC. The
group’s aim is to provide mothers with a spiritually uplifting
time of fellowship, study and sharing. For the schedule,
contact Tammy Hernandez at tammy@gvbc.net or call her at
the office.

Re|Engage
Starts Friday, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. or Sundays 4:30 — 6:30 p.m.
December 18 (no meeting on November 25, Thanksgiving,
December 4, Christmas Potluck). Open to all married
couples. The curriculum will include topics of love and
brokenness, grace and humility, communication and conflict,
and much more. If you are interested in being a part of
Re|Engage, please contact Pastor Daniel Matsuda at
Daniel@gvbc.net or call him at the church office, ext. 681.

ALZHEIMER’S/DEMENTIA & CAREGIVERS SEMINAR
Saturday, September 24, 9:00 a.m. — 12:45 p.m., Sanctuary.
Come to hear some great speakers.

WORK DAY
Saturday, October 1, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up coffee
and donuts. No experience needed to help with minor repairs,
landscaping maintenance and cleaning. All ages are invited.
Come when you can, leave when you must.

FREED-UP FINANCIAL LIVING
Wednesday nights starting October 5 to November 9.
How to get there with biblical principles: hope, joy, financial
freedom. Join us for:
• Prioritizing your financial goals
• Developing a personalized spending plan
• Identifying action steps to reduce your expenses
• Paying down your debt and much more!
Learn and apply financial strategies for the five financial areas
of your life (earning, giving, saving, debt and spending).
Pick up a registration form from the Narthex counter,
complete and drop in the box below or the church office.
For questions, contact Silvio Carrara via the church office.
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD KICKOFF
Sunday, October 16. Collection day will be during both
worship services on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 20.

PASTORAL APPRECIATION MONTH
The month of October is our annual Pastoral Appreciation
Month to recognize our pastoral staff and their spouses.

GVBC ANNUAL HARVEST FESTIVAL
Monday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Set up on Sunday,
October 30, 1:00 p.m. Volunteers & donations needed [see
article on page 7].

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Sunday, November 6. Fall BACK one hour.

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 13

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
Sunday, November 20

OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday & Friday, November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving holiday

WORK DAY & CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 26

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, November 27

ANGELS’ BREAKFAST
Saturday, December 10, 9 AM—11:30 AM — For nursery
through Kindergarten and their families. More info to follow.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, October 1 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, September 25.

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES
 THE MISSION INN HOLIDAY LIGHT FESTIVAL: Thursday, December 8, $118 per person (includes gratuity for the driver).

DEADLINE for final payment is Sunday, November 13. Tour departs at 12:30 p.m. from GVBC and returns
approximately 9:30 p.m. Experience a memorable afternoon and evening enjoying the holiday traditions of historic
Riverside. Guided tour of the world famous Mission Inn — a National Heritage Landmark — bedecked in holiday
splendor. You’ll have time to explore on your own and do some holiday shopping. Later, your have a holiday dinner
at The Old Spaghetti Factory. After dinner when night falls, you’ll return to the Mission Inn to experience the light
show of over three million lights and more than 350 animated figures.

To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit their table in
the Courtyard after the worship services.

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE – BAPTISM ASSISTANTS
GVBC is looking for male and female volunteers to help out on Baptism Sundays
(approximately four times per year). Our current volunteer has ministered to our baptism
candidates for MANY years and it’s time to pass the baton! This opportunity requires a willing
and happy heart to help candidates feel welcomed and comfortable on their very special day.
Responsibilities include:

 Arrive early in order to prepare the rooms to absorb the dripping water.
 Hand out the correct size baptismal gowns.
 Hand out towels to the candidates and pastor as they exit the baptismal.
 Gather up all the wet gowns, towels and sheets and launder them at home after the

services.

If you feel led to be a part of this important ministry, please call Pastor James Chang through
the church office or email him at james@gvbc.net.

PARKING AROUND GVBC
Just a reminder there is no parking at Pacific Square. There are newly posted
signs and you may be towed. There is ample parking at Union Bank on
Sundays only (corner of 158th & Western), our Denker parking lot, or street
parking (please be kind to our neighbors by not block their driveway).

GVBC ANNUAL HARVEST FESTIVAL
Our annual Harvest Festival is fast approaching. As we prepare for our Harvest Festival
for the community and church family, we are in need of volunteers and donations of:

Candy (individually wrapped in unopened bags)
Mini Pumpkins (3½ — 4 inches)
Gently used clothes (infant — 10 years old)

Please drop off your donations in the wooden box in the Narthex on any Sunday up to
October 30. During the week, you can also bring them to the church office and drop them
in the plastic container marked “Harvest Festival” next to Jan’s desk (first desk as you
enter the office.

We need volunteers. Signup fliers are also available on the Narthex information counter.

Set up for Harvest Festival will begin on Sunday, October 30, 1:00 p.m. after the worship services.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
AMINI AUBREY Maintenance Assistant

ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
WESLEY SHIOZAKI Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Sermon Series: Break My Heart for What Breaks Yours

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Heart Conviction: People are LOST without Jesus
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2/COMMUNION
Heart Catalyst: Evangelism is Worship
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9
Heart Confidence: God Can Use Anybody
Special Speaker: Pastor Thien Doan, Citylights Church

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16
Empowered by the Spirit: Not Alone
Pastor Daniel Matsuda

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23
Clarity: A Simple and Clear Invitation
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30
Process: Disciples, Not Just Decisions
Pastor James Chang

Autumn Worship Schedule


